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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
 
OPERATIONS 
 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

Country 

Programme 

200163 

Jan 2011 – 

June 2016 
943,700 56,229,127 29,409,897 52% 

                                        

761,881  

 

Canada, Multilateral, 

Switzerland, 

Luxembourg, 

Germany 

Protracted 

Relief and 

Recovery 

Operation 

200793 

July 2015 – 

June 2017 
1,065,510 45,508,799 4,796,118 11% 

                                            

8,795,129  

 

USA, France, Stock 

transfer (from PRRO 

200509) 

Regional 

Emergency 

Operation 

200438 

Jun 2012 – 

Dec 2015 
32,000 45,882,500 26,287,007 57% 

                                                  

34,203  

 

USA, European 

Commission, Japan, 

UK, UN CERF 

*October-March 2016 
 
Summary of WFP assistance: In Burkina Faso, WFP’s operations aim to increase food security and nutrition as well as 
national capacities. Through the regional emergency operation, Malian refugees receive food and nutrition assistance. 
The Country Programme (CP) has two main components: school feeding for all primary schools in the Sahel region, take-

home rations for girls in the last two years, and food and nutrition assistance to people affected by HIV/AIDS. These 

activities support Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1, 2 and 6 and WFP Strategic Objective (SO) 4. 

Through the new Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO), WFP pursues activities started under the previous 

PRRO and continues to build resilience and fight acute malnutrition by targeted supplementary feeding for children aged 

6–59 months with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and undernourished pregnant and nursing mothers in seven 

regions with high global acute malnutrition rates, incentive rations to caretakers of children receiving in-patient treatment 

for severe acute malnutrition, and blanket supplementary feeding for children aged 6–23 months in three most food 

insecure regions. The operation contributes to achieving MDGs 1, 4, 5 and 7 and WFP SOs 2 and 3. 

Through the EMOP, WFP provides assistance to Malian refugees residing in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger. In Burkina 

Faso, refugees receive monthly food and cash distributions and children 6-59 months and pregnant and nursing women 

receive treatment for MAM in support of MDGs 1, 4 and 5 and WFP Strategic Objective 1. 

Purchase for Progress targets small-scale producers to develop skills in marketing and quality control and provide access 

to institutional markets and credit. The activities support MDGs 1 and 5 and WFP SO 3. 

WFP continues to align activities with national strategies, policies and protocols regarding food security, nutrition and 

social protection as well as provide technical support to the Government to increase capacities to deal with high 

malnutrition and food insecurity rates and food and nutrition related emergencies. Gender remains an integral part of all 

WFP operations in the country. 

Food Security Cluster   ETC   Logistics Cluster 

WFP’s long term vision for Burkina Faso is to ensure food and 

nutrition security for the poorest and most vulnerable 

households. The overall country strategy is to provide a 

framework for assisting the Government in accelerating socio-

economic growth and reduce poverty. Three strategic 

priorities have been retained to define WFP’s role in Burkina 

Faso and provide a basis for strategic partnerships with 

national and international organisations. The three strategic 

priorities are: (1) enhance the national capacity to respond to 

crises and build household resilience to shocks; (2) support 

the development of human capital through social protection 

programmes; and (3) strengthen small-scale producers’ skills 

and capacities in marketing and processing agricultural 

products. WFP has been present in Burkina Faso since 1967. 



 

W
F
P

 B
u

r
k
in

a
 F

a
s
o

 |
 B

ri
e
f   

 

 
 
OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
All WFP operations are aligned with Government priorities and policies. WFP works closely with the Ministries of Health, 

Agriculture, Food Security and Gender Promotion to design and implement activities. WFP works in collaboration and 

creates synergies with other UN agencies and NGOs where possible to coordinate and avoid duplication and overlap. For 

nutrition, WFP has a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNICEF and WHO.  

For FFA, WFP works closely with FAO and IFAD. In 2015, a MoU was signed between WFP, FAO and IFAD, which will focus 

on climate change, post-harvest losses and chronic hunger. Activities of joint programming (WFP, UNICEF and FAO) for 

education are ongoing in the Sahel region. For refugee assistance, WFP works closely with UNHCR and CONAREF (the 

Government’s commission on refugees) to coordinate food assistance activities and planning for 2015. 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Burkina Faso is a semi-arid Sahelian country with a population of about 17 

million. It ranks 181 of 187 on the 2014 UNDP Human Development Index. 

Almost half of the population (44.6 percent) lives below the poverty line. 

According to preliminary results of the 2014 SMART nutrition survey, 8.6 

percent of children under 5 are affected by acute malnutrition, while more 

than 29 percent suffer from chronic malnutrition. Agriculture, which employs 

more than 80 percent of the country, is the main economic sector and is prone 

to climatic and external shocks such as droughts, floods and high oil prices. 

The 2012 Sahel Food and Nutrition Crisis accentuated underlying vulnerability 

and poverty. 

 

However, progress has been made in recent years. Primary school enrolment 

rates have increased, and are now at 85 percent. Malnutrition, despite being 

high and showing regional discrepancies, has shown a decreasing trend over 

the past 5 years. The 2012 crisis has led to the development of a number of 

regional and national policies regarding food security, nutrition and resilience, 

leading to increased cooperation and collaboration between the Government, United Nations and other technical and 

financial partners.  

 

As a result of ongoing conflict in northern Mali, more than 30,000 refugees remain in Burkina Faso, most of whom reside 

in the northern region of the country. Their presence places additional pressure on a fragile food security situation, not 

only for refugees, but also for the host country population. 

 

WFP currently covers seven of the country’s thirteen regions. The most wide-reaching activity is targeted supplementary 

feeding, covering Boucle du Mouhoun, Centre-East, Centre-North, Centre-West, East, North and Sahel. Cash for Assets 

covers six of those regions (excluding Boucle du Mouhoun). School feeding is carried out in over 950 primary schools in 

the Sahel region; assistance to refugees occurs in the Sahel region and the urban centres of Bobo-Dioulasso and assistance 

to people living with HIV/AIDS is provided across five towns (Bobo-Dioulasso, Gaoua Koudougou, Ouagadougou and 

Ouahigouya). 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 During the reporting period, in spite of 

the failed coup d’état in September, 

WFP was able to provide food and 

nutrition assistance to over 31,000 

Malian refugees residing in Burkina 

Faso. WFP also continued to treat for 

MAM children aged 6-59 months, and 

pregnant and nursing mothers. 

 

 

 Following the attempted coup d’état, all UN staff worked from home, 

field missions were suspended, land and air borders were closed and 

a curfew was introduced. All suspensions and restrictions have since 

been lifted and borders are open, however the curfew remains in 

place. During the attempted coup, WFP resulted to ad-hoc measures 

to ensure it continued the implementation of its activities where 

possible. General food distribution (GFD) to refugees initially planned 

from September 21 to 25 has been delayed to September 28-

October 2 and usual food and cash ration was replaced by a full food 

ration (to avoid potential security risks related to cash transfers and 

additional delay).  

 The pipeline situation regarding assistance to Malian refugees is very 

critical and could have a significant negative impact on the nutritional 

status of refugees, as well as regional stability. Additionally, 

assistance to people affected by HIV/AIDS would be suspended from 

January 2016. 

 School feeding activities were put on hold during the reporting period 

due to the annual school holidays, resuming in October.  

 Food assistance for assets (FFA) - resilience building activities were 

suspended during the rainy season.  

 


